THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  LONDON 


THE  MMJAL  REK)RT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I96I. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1961, 


FAIR  DO 'Si 

The  long  aim  of  preventive  medicine  is  concerned  with 
the  arrest  of  many  social  evils;  accidents  have  a  prominent 
position  on  the  Evils  list  particularly  those  arising  from 
ignorance,  carelessness,  or  gross  negligence. 

Society  rejects  the  placing  of  intolerable  restrictions 
on  the  individual  or  the  community  in  an  effort  to  secure 
better  accident  prevention.  The  basic  tenet  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  i3  that  "the  most 
potent  cause  of  accidents  is  failure  of  the  human  element 
for  which  Biucation  (through  Training  and  Information)  is  the 
main  and  frequently  the  only  remedy". 

Unfortunately  there  has  been  a  serious  failure  in  education 
as  a  remedy  for  accident  prevention.  The  Society  is  so  concerned 
with  the  casualty  details  of  the  I96I  fireworks  session  (in  spite 
of  vigorous  propaganda)  that  it  has  urged  the  Home  Secretaiy  to 
introduce  legislation  to  prohibit  the  retail  distribution  of 
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fireworks  except  for  organised  displays.  During  the  Guy 
Fawkes  celebrations  in  England  there  were  over  400  hospital 
admissions  and  more  than  3,000  out-patient  treatments  for 
fireworks  accidents;  cases  treated  by  general  practitioners 
are  not  recorded  but  no  doubt  they  were  considerable. 


Fireworks  are  just  one  of  the  causes  of  disaster  brought 
about  by  stupid  and  irresponsible  behaviour;  the  bey  who  pops 
a  lighted  banger  into  his  pal's  pocket  may  be  classed  with 
the  leather- jacketed  youth  who  does  a  'ton"  on  his  motorcycle 
hoping  that  a  broken  bone  or  two  will  enhance  his  prestige. 
Drunken  drivers  must  here  be  mentioned  and  all  those  who 
flirt  with  accident  just  for  "kicks",  Naturally  enough  much 
sympathy  is  felt  for  the  victims  of  these  avoidable  "accidents". 
Little  thought  is  given,  however,  to  the  high  medical  cost  of 
such  escapades  and  for  which,  incidentally,  the  community 
must  pay. 


We  need  all  the  hospital  beds,  nurses  and  surgeons  we  can 
get  for  those  who  meet  with  general  misfortune  and  patiently 
await  the  long  expected  hospital  admission  ticket;  there  is 
no  margin  for  victims  of  unnecessary  "accidents"  which  by 
their  nature  claim  priority  treatment.  A  Guy  Fawkes  bums 
case  may  require  months  of  hospital  treatment  and  many  hours 
of  attention  by  a  plastic  surgeon  and  his  nurses. 


Education,  we  are  told,  cannot  halt  the  foolish  violence 
which  results  in  personal  injuries.  The  recognised  remedy  in 
these  circumstances,  is  to  bring  offenders  before  a  court  of 
law  and  impose  on  a  convicted  person  penalties  which  may 
include  heavy  damages  and  costs. 


But  even  so  justice  is  not  fully  satisfied.  There  is 
still  another  account  to  be  settled;  the  cost,  borne  by  the 
Health  Service ,  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  offender's 
victims  and  possibly  of  himself.  It  is  true  that  under  the 
Road  Traffic  Act  a  hospital  administration  can  claim  up  to  a 
maximum  of  £50  for  medical  expenses  in  cases  where  damages 
are  awarded  in  motor  accidents  on  a  public  highway ,  but  this 
snail  sum  must  contribute  little  to  the  hospital  expenses  of 
the  85,000  persons  seriously  injured  on  our  roads  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  In  the  eyes  of  the  tax-payor  and  the  hospital 
administrator  it  would  appear  as  simple  justice  if  the  court 
awarded  an  additional  sum  to  cover  the  full  costs  of  medical 
treatment  when  assessing  damages  in  all  accident  cases. 


SMALLBOX  AND  VACCINATION. 


More  and  more  air  travellers  are  getting  about  more  and 
more  rapidly,  consequently  there  is  an  ever  increasing  hazard 
from  imported  disease.  This  was  well  illustrated  by  the 
outbreak  of  smallpox  which  caused  much  public  alarm  in  England 
in  the  Autumn  of  I96I.  The  outbreak  gave  rise  to  a  widespread 
public  demand  for  vaccination  but  the  policy  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  to  use  all  resources  and  energies  in  vaccination 
campaigns  designed  to  check  spread  from  positive  sources  of 
infection  and  at  the  same  time  provide  cover  vaccination,  in 
other  areas,  for  potential  front-line  contacts  such  as  doctors, 
nurses,  public  health  inspectors  and  those  travelling  into 
infected  areas. 
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Negligible  though' the  risk  may  he  in  all  forms  of 
immunisations  the  possibility  more  or  less  of  serious 
complications  arising  from  smallpox  vaccination  cannot  be 
completely  overlooked.  Such  a  risk  may  be  less  than  one  in 
fifty  thousand  vaccinations  and  applies  for  the  greater  part 
to  adults  who  are  being  vaccinated  for  the  first  time.  The 
risk,  small  as  it  is,  is  further  diminished  if  vaccination 
is  carried' out  in  infancy. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is  that  all  fit  infants 
should  be  vaccinated  early  in  life;  should  danger  from 
smallpox  arise  in  adult  life  then  a  re-vaccination  can  be 
undertaken  with  little  discomfort  or  danger  from  serious 
complications.  In  other  words  the  chief  recommendation  for 
routine  infant  vaccination  is  that  it  minimises  the  hazards 
of  primary  vaccination  in  adult  life.  Here  perhaps  is  the 
place  to  mention  that  c omplete  protection  can  only  be 
obtained  by  periodical  re-vaccinations. 

Hew  does  our  infant  vaccination  rate  stand  today?  The 
truth  is  that  the  national  infant  vaccination  rate  is  little 
more  than  4 0^  (41^  in  i960).  The  rate  for  Area  5  is  75 f°* 
This  figure  includes  children  up  to  four  years  of  age  but 
the  majority  of  these  are  vaccinated  during  the  first  year 
of  lit  e. 


ORAL  VACCINE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OP  POLIOMYELITIS 

"Tens  of  millions  of  dose3  of  oral  vaccine  have  been 
administered  in  many  countries,  and  the  evidence  so  far 
suggests  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  preventive  measures  that 
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In  the  autumn  of  I96I,  epidemic  poliomyelitis  occurred 
in  Kings  ton- upon-Hull;  there  were  84  confirmed  cases  of  which 
74  were  paralytic.  This  epidemic  appears  to  have  been 
dramatically  arrested  by  the  widespread  use  of  oral  vaccine. 

This  success  together  with  the  satisfactory  results  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  trial  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  Ministry’s  decision  to  adopt  the  oral 
(Sabin)  vaccine  for  routine  use  in  the  prevention  of 
poliomyelitis. 

After  entering  the  body  dangerous  strains  of  the 
poliomyelitis  virus  settle  down  and  grow  in  the  intestinal 
tract.  Harmless  strains  taken  in  oral  vacoine  prevent  such 
growth;  in  this  way  the  oral  vaccine  not  only  gives  general 
protection  to  the  individual  but  also  eliminates  healthy 
intestinal  carriers  from  the  community. 

In  spite  of  the  somewhat  alarming,  situation  caused  by 
epidemic  conditions  in  a  number  of  centres  in  England  in 
1961,  the  overall  incidence  of  the  disease  was  not  very 
dissimilar  to  that  of  1959  (considered  at  the  time  to  be  a 
"good"  year).  Figures  (England  and  Wales)  for  the  past 
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five  years  a j?q  as  follows s 


£ear 

CcAjaeS 

Deaths 

1957 

4,481 

226 

1958 

1,992 

129 

1959 

1,002 

91 

I960 

578 

46 

1961 

1,086 

69  (uncorrected) 

One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  Norfolk 
(Administrative  County)  ,  in  1961, 


MEASLES  VAC C DTE. 

During  I96I  765,848  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in 
England  and  Wales *  Over  the  years  there  has  been  no  decline 
in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  which,  hearing  in  mind  its 
complications,  still  remains  a  major  threat  to  the  health  of 
children*  In  the  autumn  of  1961  the  first  trials  of  a  British 
vaccine  have  brought  the  abolition  of  measles  within  sight. 
However,  there  still  remains  a  good  deal  to  be  done  before 
the  vaccine  reaches  a  standard  of  perfection  which  will  make 
it  acceptable  for  general  use. 


HOPE  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  CHILD* 


Investigations  are  going  on  regarding  the  use  of 
lozenges  as  a  vehicle  for  giving  reinforcing  doses  of 
diphtheria  toxoid  to  school  children.  The  results  so  far 
justify  further  study  of  this  method  of  immunisation. 

The  key  to  success  lies  in  the  presence  in  the  toxoid 
lozenges  of  a  substance  which  has  the  power  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  absorption  of  fluids  through  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth. 


IODINE  -  151* 

In  October  1961,  public  health  departments  throughout 
the  country  were,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  faced  with 
the  problem  of  taking  practical  steps  to  control  a  radioactive 
hazard  on  a  national  scale. 

As  a  result  of  fall-out  from  Russian  nuclear  tests  it 
was  feared  that  radioactive  iodine  in  cows'  milk  might  reach 
a  level  constituting  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age.  Radioactive  iodine  (iodine  -  131)  when 
ingested  settles  in  the  thyroid  gland;  the  thyroid  gland  of 
newborn  infants  is  relatively  large  and  remains  constant  in 
size  up  to  the  age  of  six  months*  Consequently  infants 
drinking  increasing  quantities  of  fresh  cows'  milk  would  be 
exposed  to  a  radiation  dose  greater  than  that  suffered  by 
older  children  and  adults. 

To  meet  this  danger  the  Ministry  of  Heqlth  arranged  to 
supply  stocks  of  processed  milk  to  local  authorities  and 
detailed  arrangements  were  made  for  distribution,  through 
the  welfare  milk  schemes,  to  eligible  babies.  Fortunately 
the  need  to  put  this  scheme  into  practice  did  not  arise. 


SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  OF  LODDOH  DISTRICT  DURING  1961 


The  population  of  Loddon  District  at  mid-year  I96I  was 
estimated  at  12,220  and  is  "based  on  the  census  population  of 
12,110  carried  out  in  April  of  that  year.  .  The  corrected 
birth  rate  (15,5)  warn  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales 
(17.4)9  the  corrected  death  rate  (10,2)  wag  also  lower  than 
the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (12. 0), 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (5*7)  compared  veiy  favourably 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Y/ales  ag  a  whole  (21,4). 

Of  the  475  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  429 
were  recorded  as  measles.  Whooping  cough  accounted  for  21 
notifications  and  scarlet  fever,  14  notifications. 

The  tables  in  the  latter  part  of  this  report  provide 
detailed  statistical  information  concerning  the  health  of  the 
District  and  are  designed,  for  the  most  part,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STAFF 


Mr,  K.S.  Starling,  C.R.S,  I.  ,M,S.I.A,  ,M, I.H.  ,  assisted 
by  Mr,  R.W.  Garrood,  M.R. ,  San. I.  ,R,Sf  I.A, ,  continued  duties 
as  Public  Health  Inspectors  throughout  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-year  population 
of  Loddon  Rural  District,  in  I96I,  at  12,220,  The  Census 
figure  (April  1961)  was  12,110.  The  estimated  population  in 
i960  was  12,710,  i*e.  a  reduction  of  490  persons  in  1961. 


(b)  Births 

There  were  174  live  births  during  1961$  87  boys  and  87 
girls.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  14.2  compared  with  13*5  in 
196.0. 


(c)  Deaths 

Deaths  numbered  137  compared  with  130  in  I960;  the  crude 
death  rate  was,  therefore,  11,2  compared  with  10.2  in  I960, 
There  were  only  seven  deaths  of  persons  under  50  years  of  age 
(including  one  infant  death).  The  greatest  number  of  deaths 
(86)  occurred  in  the  age  group  70-89  years.  There  were  four 
deaths  in  the  90-100  age  group. 
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The  principal  cause  of  death  was  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  ( 81)  ;  deaths  from  cancer  were  23 1  there 
were  3  deaths  from  accidents,  of  which  two  were  caused  by 
motor  vehicles* 


(d)  Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  Loddon  District  (deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was  5«7»  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21,4  (the  lowest  on  record). 
There  was,  in  fact,  only  one  infant  death,  the  result  of 
prematurity. 


COMMUNICABLE  D ISEASES 

(a)  Pour  hundred  and  seventy-five  cases  of  communicable 
diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  were  notified  by  general 
practitioners  during  1961;  of  these,  429  were  notified  as 
measles.  Of  the  remaining  notifications,  21  were  whooping 
cough  and  14  scarlet  fever.  There  were  no  reported  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  dysentery  or  tetanus. 


00  Diphtheria 


The  district  remained  free  from  this  disease  but  the 
disease  has  not  been  completely  suppressed  throughout  the 
country;  there  were  49  notifications  in  England  and  'Wales  in 
I960  with  5  deaths,  but  the  national  diphtheria  immunisation 
rate  for  children  under  15  years  of  age  is  less  than  505k  (i960) 
whereas  the  local  (Area  5)  rate  is  between  80 fo  and  90 fo. 


(c)  Scarlet  Fever 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified  compared  with  20  cases  in 
i960.  The  disease  continued  to  appear  in  a  mild  form;  the 
usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection* 


(d)  'Whooping  Cough 

Twenty-one  cases  were  notified*  Infant  immunisation  has 
led  to  the  suppression  of  this  disease.  Immunised  children 
sometimes  contract  the  disease  in  a  mild  form  and  without 
serious  complications. 
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(e)  Poliomyelitis 


No  cases  were  notified  in  Loddon  District  and  there  was  only 
one  notification  received  in  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
county  of  Norf  oIk. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  of  children  continued  at  a 
high  level  and  the  vaccination  rate  amongst  eligible  adults 
improved.  Details  of  all  vaccinations  carried  out  since  the 
scheme  was  introduced  six  years  ago  are  shown  in  Table  20 
appended  to  this  Report. 

Oral  vaccine  for  the  control  of  epidemic  poliomyelitis 
was  used  in  England  for  the  first  time  in  1961, 


(f  )  Tuberculo  sis 


"It  is  well  to  recall  that  in  1921  over  eleven  hundred 
children  under  five  years  of  age  died  of  abdominal  tuberculosis, 
almost  certainly  contracted  by  drinking  infected  cow’s  milk  in 
the  raw  state.  Now  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
amongst  school  children  in  this  age  group  is  negligible  owing 
to  the  gradual  elimination  of  tuberculosis  from  dairy  herds 
and  the  growing  practice  of  pasteurizing  milk  before  it  is 
marketed"  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Ministry 
of  Health,  i960). 

In  England  and  Wales  the  steady  decline  in  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  continued  in  I96O;  deaths  were  eleven 
per  cent  less  than  in  1959*  New  notifications  also  show  a 
steady  fall  year  by  year* 

In  Loddon  District  there  were  four  new  notifications  in 
I96I.  Apart  from  the  investigation  of  new  cases  and  their 
contacts, general  measures  include  mass  radiography  and  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  senior  school  children. 


(g)  Cancer 


The  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  Loddon  District  was  twenty- 
three  (the  same  number  as  in  i960),  or  15*3  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths.  Of  the  total  cancer  deaths,  seven  were  caused 
by  lung  cancer  (six  males  and  one  female).  Table  14  shows  the 
District  record  for  all  cancer  deaths  and  lung  cancer  deaths 
during  the  past  five  years*  Cigarette  smoking  as  a  cause  of 
lung  cancer  was  given  wide  publicity  throughout  the  year.  It 
is  generally  agreed  that  the  focal  point  of  attack  on  this 
problem  lies  in  the  senior  schools. 


HODSING 


No  council  houses  were  built  during  1961  but  plans  were 
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made  for  a  group-dwellings  scheme  (with  warden's  house)  for 
the  elderly  in  Loddon  town.  Private  building  in  Loddon 
district  enjoyed  boom  conditions?  fifty  new  dwellings  were 
constructed  during  the  year. 


HATER  SUPPLIES  .  .  . 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  your 
Council's  water  supply  continued  to  give  satisfactoiy  results 

throughout  the  year. 

Further  infomation  under  this  heading  is  contained  in 
the  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report  (appended). 


SEWAGE  DISK) SAL  SCHEMES. 

The  completed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Kirby  Cane  - 
Ellingham  -  Gillingham  areas  was  approved  by . the  Mxnistiy  nd 
at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  the  work  is  in  han  . 

Proposals  for  a  sewerage  scheme  covering  the  Horton  - 
Thurlton  areas  were  under  consideration. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  in  his  Report  (appended) 
draws  attention  under  "Sewage  Disposal"  to  the  fact  that  o  y 
one  sewage  works  attendant  is  employed  in  the  maintenance  of 
all  the  main  sewage  works  and  pumping  stations.  I  ^rong^ 
support  his  view  that  further  provision  should  be  made  for 
maintenance  staff  by  reason  of  the  increasing  load  on  sewage 
works  and  the  necessity  for  a  good  standard  of  neatness  and 
presentable  appearance  at  these  sites. 


CONCLUSION 

In  oonclusim  I  should  like  to  thjnk  the  Ctoimm  of  the 
Council  and  the  Chairman  and  eaters  of  the  Public  Heal 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  1 kindness.  I  wish 
also  to  thank  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Piblic  Health 
Inspectors  and  the  Council  staff  for  the  generous  help  they 
have  given  me  throughout  the  year.  Finally  I  am  very 
grateful  to  the  Senior  Clerk  and  staff  in  the  Norwich  office 
for  their  loyalty  and  efficiency  at  all  times * 
considerable  work  carried  out  in  preparation  of  Innu  1 

Reports, 

I  have  the  honour  to  he, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


*  W,E,  Holmes. 

Local  Health  Office, 

Aspland  Road, 

Norwich. 


LODDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  1,  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

60  ,406 

Estimated  Resident 

Population 

12,220 

Rateable  Value 

£86,826 

Sum  produced  by  a 

Penny  Rate 

£538 

Table  2,  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

F  emal es 

Total 

Legitimate 

86 

84 

170 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Totals 

87 

87 

174 

. . .  — 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population 

=  14,2 


Table  3,  STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

Totals 

- 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  5*7 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Live 

Still 

Males 

- - - 

F emales 

— . . . 

Total 

87 

87 

1 

174 

1 

Totals 

87 

88 

175 

Table  5,  CTFANT  DEATHS 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

F  emal es 

Total 

1 

*■» 

1 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

Infant  Mortality 

Rates: 

Total 

-  5.7 

(per  1,000 

Legitimate 

■  5,8 

(per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

=  0.0 

(per  1,000 

-  9  - 


(t))  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four 

weeks) 


Males 

F  emales 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

_ 

— 

_  — 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =  5*7 


(c)  Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Y/eek) 


Males 

- — — 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- - 

- 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =  5.7 


(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  *»  11*4 


Table  6.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Males  -  1  Females  -  3  Total  -  4  =  2.3^  of 

Total  Live  Births 


Table  7»  MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  =  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  NIL 


Table  8.  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


Males 

Females . 

Total 

67 

70 

137 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population) 

-  11.2 


Table  9.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Prematurity 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

-  - 

1 

Table  10.  NOTIFICATION  OF  HEATHS  ijjCETVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(According  to  Age  Groups!  "  . . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

1 

1 

1  and 

under  5 

- 

- 

- 

5  ” 

»  10 

.  mm 

-  . 

— 

10  " 

»  20 

«■* 

1 

1 

20  " 

"  30 

1 

- 

1 

30  " 

«'  40 

»"* 

1 

1 

40  » 

»  50 

1 

2 

3 

50  » 

»  60 

7 

6 

13 

60  '» 

u  70 

15 

12 

27 

70  » 

'«  80 

25 

25  , 

50 

80  » 

'»  90 

14 

22 

36 

90  " 

"  100 

5 

1 

4 

100  and 

over 

m* 

- 

- 

Totals 

6? 

70 

137 

Table  11.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (RegistraiwGeneral) 


Cause 

Male  3 

F  emales 

Total 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

1 

- 

1 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other,. 

•m 

mm 

mm 

3,  Syphilitic  disease. 

MM 

mm 

mm 

4«  Diphtheria, 

#■» 

mm 

5.  Whooping  Cough. 

- 

- 

mm 

6.  Meningococcal  infection. 

mm 

mm 

7,  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

8,  Measles. 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

mm 

- 

i 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

1 

2 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus. 

6 

1 

7 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

— 

1 

1 

13,  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

5 

7 

12 

19.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia, 

~ 

l6.  Diabetes. 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

12 

'  12 

24 

18.  Coronaiy  disease,  angina. 

10 

10 

20 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases. 

8 

19 

27 

21.  Other  circulatoiy  diseases. 

5 

3 

8 

22,  Influenza, 

— 

— 

„ 

23.  Pneumonia, 

2 

3 

5 

24.  Bronchitis. 

5 

1 

6 

25,  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

— 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

3 

- 

3 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

2 

2 

28,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

1 

- 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  cf  prostate. 

1 

'  mm 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

mm 

mm 

- 

31.  Congenital  malfo  mat  ions. 

- 

•m 

- 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

4 

5 

9 

33,  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

mm 

1 

34.  411  other  accidents. 

_ 

2 

2 

35.  Suicide. 

mm 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War. 

mm 

- 

Totals 

67 

70 

137 

-  11  - 


Table  12,  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AMD  DEATH  RATES 


Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

Loddon  R.D* 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

(163) 

12.8 

14.3 

15.0 

(191) 

14.9 

14.2 

15.7 

(172) 

13*5 

13*3 

16,1 

(174) 

13.6 

14.9 

16.4 

(178) 

14.0 

13*7 

16,5 

(171) 

13.5 

14.1 

17*1 

(174) 

14.2 

14.2 

17*4 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

total  births) 

Loddon  R,D. 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

(4) 

23.9 

20*8 

23.1 

(7) 

35*3 

23.7 

23.O 

(6) 

33*7 

22.0 

22,4 

(3) 

16.9 

9.9 

21.6 

(4) 

22.0 

19.9 

20.7 

(2) 

11*6 

20.7 

19*7 

(1) 

5*7 

8*9 

18*7 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

Loddon  R.D. 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

(125) 

8,8 

11,8 

11.7 

(143) 

11.2 

11.4 

11.7 

(mo) 

10.9 

11.1 

11*5 

(133) 

10.4 

12.1 

11.7 

(152) 

11.9 

12.4 

11.6 

(130) 

10.2 

11.8 

11.5 

(137) 

11.2 

12*4 

12.0 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000 

Live  births) 

Loddon  R#D, 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (provisional) 

(3) 

I8.4 

19.0 

24.9 

L  .  ■  ... 

(2) 

10.5 

20.8 

23.8 

(2) 

11*6 

15*0 

23.O 

(1) 

5.7 

8.3 

22,5 

(5) 

28.0 

25.4 

22,0 

(2) 

11*7 

14.1 

21.7 

(1) 

5*7 

9.0 

21.4 

NOTE:  1,  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Loddon  R.D, 

2,  Area  5  comprises  Depwade  &  Loddon  R.Ds,  ,  and  Diss  &  Wymondham  U.Ds. 


Table  13 ,  DEATHS  DUE  TD  C ALDER  -  Loddon  R.D. 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Number  of  deaths. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths. 

21 

16.8 

15 

10.5 

16 

11.4 

19 

14.3 

34 

22,4 

23 

17*7 

23 

15*3 

Table  14.  CMC ER  DEATHS  LURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Loddon  R.D. 


Year 

Male 

F  emale 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cane  er 
of 

Lung 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

Cancer 

D  eaths 

Cancer 

of 

Lung 

67 

67 

75 

75 

72 

12 

10 

17 

9 

6 

6 

2 

7 

3 

1 

70 

63 

77 

58 

68 

11 

13 

17 

10 

10 

1 

1 

Totals 

356 

54 

19 

336 

61 

2 

—  12  — 


Table  15.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING 

TUBERCULOSIS!  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS  -  Loddonli.D, 


Under 

1  *■*  4 

5-14 

15-24 

Over 

Total 

1 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

25 

Scarlet  Fever 

mm 

5 

10 

1 

14 

Measles 

4 

130 

282 

6 

7 

429 

Vf  ho  oping  Cough 

4 

4 

12 

1 

pm 

21 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

pm 

- 

1 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

■H 

.1 

1 

mm 

2 

Eiy  sipelas 

mam 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

wm 

mm 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

♦H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Meningococcal  Infection 

H* 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

9 

137 

306 

12 

11 

475 

Table  16.  INC  3D  EMC  E  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Loddon  R.D. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

23 

30 

£0 

14 

Measles 

123 

157 

36 

13 

429 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

7 

12 

4 

21 

Pneumonia 

10 

12 

13 

12 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Eiy  sipelas 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Dysenteiy  (Sonne) 

- 

- 

9 

7 

mm  • 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

3 

3 

mm 

2 

■Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

Psittacosis 

3 

mm 

- 

pm 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

pm 

mm 

Acute  Encephalitis  (post  infectious) 

mm 

rnm 

1 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

Pm 

- 

1 

Totals 

175 

205 

110 

67 

475 

Table  17.  DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS- 

Loddon  R,D. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Pulmcnaiy 

Male 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Female 

3 

2 

PH 

- 

2 

Non-Pulmona  iy 

Male 

■H 

1 

1 

F  emale 

2 

- 

- 

- 

pm 

Loddon  R.D* 

Total 

5 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Area  5. 

Total 

18 

8 

7 

13 

12 

-  13  - 


Tabl e  18.  DIPHTHERIA  BMPNISATION 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primaiy 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given 
during  the  last  five  years  in  respect  of 
Area  5* 


- — — - - 

Primary  In  j  ec  ti on  s 

Booster  Injections 

To  tal 

Under 

Total 

Age 

Under 

Age 

1 

Under 

5 

5-14 

5 

5-14 

1961 

295 

499  . 

157 

89 

7  66 

1,510 

I960 

357 

472 

314 

27 

1,233 

2,046 

1959 

302 

466 

23 

20 

74 

583 

1958 

283 

401 

60 

28 

416 

905 

1957 

347 

447 

76 

54 

773 

1,350 

Table  19.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of 
age)  during  the  last  five  years  resident  in 
the  District  and  Area  5,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Loddon  R.D. 

Area  5* 

1  ’  ' 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Number  of  live 
births  registered. 

172 

174 

178 

171 

174 

533 

599 

551 

567 

556 

Number  of 
vacc  inations 
recorded  (0-4  years) 

156 

156 

140 

170 

158 

410 

445 

472 

508 

458 

Percentage 

vaccinated. 

91 

90 

| 

79 

_ 

100 

80 

77 

74 

86 

89 

82 

Table  2D.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primaiy 
immunisations  and  booster  injections 
given  in  Area  5  since  the  scheme  commenced. 


Primary 

Booster  (3rd) 

Booster  (4th) 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

0-4 

5-14 

0-^4 

5-14 

5-H 

1961 

601 

535 

2,068 

427 

228 

824 

3,017 

I960 

397 

227 

853 

660 

5  66 

1,636 

mm 

1959 

593 

677 

2,220 

1377 

3,261 

864 

*■» 

1958 

1,648 

3,159 

154 

32 

1,284 

2 

" 

1957 

197 

1,115 

— 

«■* 

1956 

40 

121 

| 

•• 

mm 

14  - 


Table  21.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TOPPING  COUGH 


The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping  cough 
primary  immunisation  a  recorded  in  Area  5*  Although 
whooping  cough  was  included  in  the  County 
Council's  immunisation  scheme  in  May  1953 1 
notification  was  on  a  voluntary  basis  until 
August  1957  >  when t he  combined  vaccine  (diphtheria/ 
whooping  cough)  was  officially  approved). 


Year 

Under  1 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-14 

Totals 

1961 

291 

300 

26 

6 17 

I960 

368 

100 

124 

592 

1959 

3 18 

227 

16 

561 

1958 

265 

106 

8 

379 

1957 

329 

89 

7 

425 

Table  22.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 

The  following  is i the  number  of  tetanus 
immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5  during  the 
last  three  years.  Immunisation  against  this 
disease  was  included  in  the  County  Council's 
immunisation  scheme  in  September  1958* 


Year 

Primaiy 

Booster 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1961 

282 

329 

1,651 

580 

73 

80 

63 

I960 

374 

198 

1,823 

691 

22 

56 

87 

1959 

307 

258 

218 

144 

11 

27 

39 

-  15  - 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FCR  THE  YEAR  1961. 


Farthing  Green  House, 
Loddon, 

Norwich,  Nor.23W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Loddon  Rural  District  Council, 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty  fifth 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961, 


H  0  U  SING. 


NEW'  DWELLINGS . 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  constructed  during 
the  year  is  shown  in  the  table  below  s- 


!  Type  of  dwelling.  Council.  Private.  Total. 

i  - 

Bungalows . 

Nil 

' 

44 

44 

_ 

Houses. 

Nil 

6 

6 

TOTAL  : 

Nil 

50 

o 

m  , 

i 

During  the  last  nine  years  500  houses  have  been 
constructed,  232  by  this  Council  and  268  by  private 
developers*  The  total  number  constructed  in  1960  was  also 
50  but  there  has  never  been  a  year  to  compare  with  1961 
in  regard  to  the  large  number  of  private  dwellings 
constructed*  In  the  current  year  the  number  completed 
will  be  even  higher.  In  spite  of  high  mortage  rates, 
private  building  is  enjoying  a  boom.  This  is  only  a 
reflection  of  the  general  picture  throughout  the  country 
as  a  whole* 

OLD  DWELLINGS. 


Modernisation  of  old  property  is  still  greatly 
encouraged  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
For  the  information  of  new  Members,  there  are  two  types  of 
grant  for  improvement  of  old  property* 

(l)  Standard  Grants  can  be  asked  for  as  a 
right.  There  is  a  maximum  tyrant  of 
£155  or  half  the  actual  cost  of 
providing  the  five  necessary  amenities 


Bath  or  shower  .  £25* 

Wash  hand  basin .  £  5. 

Water  Closet  ......  £40, 

Hot  Water  Supply  ....  £25. 

Larder  ....*  £10 


£155. 


Essential  repairs  must  also  be  carried 
out  and  hot  water  supplied  to  a  sink  if 
this  is  not  already  provided. 


(b) 


OLD  DWELLINGS  continued 


(2)  Discretionary  Grants  are  given  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Council  and  cover 
improvements  and  conversions*  The 
maximum  grant  payable  is  £400  on  improvement 
works  only  and  not  on  repairs  or  luxury  items* 

During  the  year  the  following  figures  were 

recorded 


STANDARD  GRaNTS. 


No.  Received* 

No.  Approved.  !  No .Completed. 

Cwner/Occ .Tenant 

L 

Owner/Occ 

•Tenant.  • 

CWner/Occ . 

: 

Tenant 

j  1 - 

io  ;  i4  j  io 

j_ L 

14 

25 

20 

TOTAL  :  24 

24 

45 

. . . 

DISCRETIONARY  GIANTS 


No.  Received. 

No.  Approved. 

iii  i  i  ii  i  f 

No.  Completed,  j 

Ovner/Occ. 

Tenant. 

Cwner/Occ. 

j 

Tenant. 

Owner/Occ. 

Tenant' 

Improvements 

15 

15 

15 

15 

8 

, 

13 

30 

30 

21 

.  i  . 

Conversions 

CO 

CO 

3 

3 

— 

2  ' 
l 

7 

6 

6 

9 

Combined 

Total  *  36 

J 

36 

30 

Compared  with  1960  there  was  a  drop  in  applications 
for  Standard  Grants  from  45  to  24,  but  an  increase  in 
applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  from  28  to  36.  This  is 
probably  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  December  1960  the 
Committee  agreed  to  revert  to  paying  a  Grant  of  50  per  cent 
subject  to  a  maximum  of  £400*  Previously  this  had  been  cut 
to  4/5ths  or  £320  maximum*. 

Once  again  there  has  been  more  improvement  to 
tenanted  houses  than  to  owner/occupied  property,  but  this 
is  not  true  of  the  country  as  a  whole* 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  old  property. 


Visits  and  inspections  * . 112 

Houses  demolished  * . . .  13 

Undertakings  and  Orders  . ••••••••  8 


Houses  repaired  (other  than 
those  by  Grant)  . . 


15 


OVERCROWDING 


There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year* 

VERMINOUS  AND  OTHER  INFESTED  PREMISES. 

No  cases  were  reported  or  treated* 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  four  licensed  Caravan  Sites  in  the 
area,  each  limited  to  a  specified  number  of  holiday 
caravans  during  the  summer  months* 

Individual  Residential  Caravans  14. 

Number  of  Visits  60* 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

RAINFALL. 


The  figure  for  the  Loddon  area  was  27.22  inches. 
This  was  a  decrease  of  3.59  inches  over  the  previous  year 
when  the  figure  was  30.81  inches  which  was  abnormally  high 
when  compared  to  the  Norfolk  average  over  the  last  24  years 
of  24  inches. 


Rainfall  in  the  Loddon  Area  for  1961. 


Month. 

Monthly  rainfall 
in  inches. 

Total  rainfall  for 
'year  in  inches. 

January, 

- 

}  .  .  r  .  i  i 

| 

February. 

- 

4.45 

'  March. 

•66 

5.11 

April . 

2.10 

7,21 

May.  • 

1.18 

8.39 

June . 

1.30 

9.69 

July. 

1.53 

11.22 

. 

August . 

3.84 

15.06 

September. 

2.75 

17.81 

October. 

3.98 

21.79 

November . 

2.30 

24.09 

December , 

3.13  | 

L 

27.22 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Mains  water  is  still  being  supplied  from 

(i)  Norwich  City  Waterworks  via  the  water 
towers  at  Yelverton  20,000  gallons 
and  Loddon  Ingloss  245,000  gallons, 
and  the  Booster  main  at  Brooke. 

(ii)  Outney  Common  Headworks,  Bungay,  via 
the  water  tower  at  Ditchingham  90,000 
gallons.  This  serves  the  Waveney  Valley 
Parishes  only. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES  continued 


The  number  of  connections  to  the  water  mains 
over  the  year  was  186.  The  figures  for  the  respective 
parishes  will  be  found  on  page  No.  5. 

57  Bacteriological  Water  Samples  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  examination.  56  were  highly 
satisfactory. 

No  Chemical  Water  Samples  were  taken. 


PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


22  Well  Water  Samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  this  number  11  were 
satisfactory.  Resulting  from  the  11  unsatisfactory 
results  12  properties  were  connected  to  the  water  mains* 

In  two  cases  where  water  mains  were  not  available  instructions 
were  given  with  regard  to  boiling  water. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


There  are  three  main  sewage  schemes  serving  the 
following  parishes  t~ 


(1)  Loddon  and  Chedgrave* 

(2)  Brooke. 

(3)  Ditchingham. 

Two  more  schemes  are  to  be  commenced  in  1962,  to 
serve  the  parishes  of  Ellingham,  Kirby  Cane  and  Gillingham. 
A  draft  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  Norton  Subcourse  and 
Thurlton. 


Thirty  six  smaller  plants  serve  the  Council 
Houses  in  parishes  not  served  by  main  sewage  schemes. 

The  installation  of  septic  tanks  is  being  carried 
out  on  an  increasing  number  of  old  houses  but  there  are 
still  a  very  large  number  of  properties  that  have  no  flush 
toilet.  This  is  true  of  most  rural  areas  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  a  sad  reflection  that  in  many  cases  the  hand  that 
switches  on  the  television  set  cannot  pull  the  chain. 

At  present  one  sewage  works  attendant  is 
employed  to  maintain  the  three  main  sewage  works,  eight 
pumping  stations  and  the  public  convenience s.  The- 
number  of  new  properties  added  to  the  scheme  each  year  is 
about  50,  thus  increasing  the  regularity  of  desludging 
each  works.  Whenever  possible  the  cesspool  emptier 
attendant  assists  with  the.  work.  Even  so  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  these  installations 
in  as  presentable  condition  as  I  would  wish.  With  the 
increase  of  building  in  Chedgrave  and  Brooke,  the  time 
is  approaching  when  enlargements  will  have  to  be  made 
to  the  existing  works. 


-  5  - 


Meter 

Council 

Houses 

Private 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

PARISH. 

Supplies 

.S. Pipes 

Don*  . 

S. Pipes 

Dom. 

for  yr 

.Meters 

.  Dom. 

to  date . 

ALDEBY. 

3 

a. 

a. 

«. 

6 

9 

26 

81 

107 

ALPINGTON. 

mm 

a. 

a. 

6 

6 

10 

37 

47 

ASHBY  ST  .MARY. 

a* 

a. 

a. 

a. 

2 

2 

7 

17 

24 

BEDINGHAM. 

1 

a. 

a. 

a. 

4 

5 

17 

30 

47 

BERGH  APTON. 

1 

• 

4 

5 

23 

95 

118 

BROOKE. 

1 

a. 

m , 

1-2 

1 

3 

33 

196 

229 

BROOME. 

1 

a. 

a. 

5 

6 

17 

78 

95 

BURGH  ST  .PETER. 

1 

a. 

«. 

7 

8 

9 

51 

60 

CARLETON  ST  .PETER  - 

.a 

••  . 

as 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

CHEDGRAVE . 

a. 

a. 

a. 

12 

12 

7 

109 

116 

CLAXTON. 

«a 

3 

3 

3 

27 

30 

DITCH  INGHAM. 

1 

,  . 

mm 

7 

8 

27 

308 

335 

ELLINGHAM. 

mm 

3 

aa 

5 

8 

14 

65 

79 

GELDESTON. 

4 

aa 

a. 

4 

8 

21 

98 

119 

GILLINGHAM. 

r_ 

a. 

.. 

5 

5 

16 

107 

123 

HADDISCOE • 

1 

mm 

a. 

a. 

7 

8 

24 

100 

124 

HALES. 

aa 

aa 

mm 

6 

6 

13 

90 

103 

HECKINGHAM. 

1 

aa 

m a 

1 

12 

28 

40 

HEDENHAM. 

. 

mm 

mm 

aa 

a, 

17 

53 

70 

HELLINGTON. 

2 

T _ 

2 

4 

2 

30 

32 

HOWE  . 

_ 

,a 

a 

a. 

a. 

4 

14 

18 

KIRBY  CANE . 

1 

a, 

a. 

3 

4 

23 

63 

86 

KIRSTEAD . 

1 

a* 

4 

5 

12. 

35 

47 

LANGLEY. 

1 

f_ 

a. 

a 

7 

8 

13 

72 

85 

LODDON. 

7 

mm 

a. 

a 

4 

11 

76 

379 

455 

MUNDHAM . 

1 

a. 

•» 

6 

7 

12 

28 

40 

NORTON. 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

5 

19 

51 

70 

RAVENINGHAM. 

1 

a, 

a 

1 

18 

65 

83 

SEETHING. 

4 

a. 

a 

4 

8 

19 

52 

71 

SISLAND. 

_ 

a 

a 

„ 

1 

- 

1 

STOCKTON. 

1 

_ 

a 

mm 

1 

10 

25 

35 

THURLTON. 

1 

_ 

jaa 

a 

1 

2 

18 

63 

81 

THURTON. 

_ 

a* 

5 

5 

13 

89 

102 

THWhITE. 

m m 

.a 

aa 

«a 

12 

22 

34 

TOFT  MONKS. 

1 

'   ’ 

1 

13 

69 

82 

TOPCROFT. 

2 

. 

— 

•» 

2 

20 

73 

93 

WHEATACRE . 

a a 

a 

2 

2 

8 

16 

24 

WOODTON. 

1 

mm 

8 

_ 

2 

11 

31 

83 

114 

YELVERTQN. 

- 

5 

5 

12 

27 

39 

TOTAL 


41 


11 


1-2  133  186 


634  2,828  3,462 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  continued 

The  septic  tank  emptying  service  and  night  soil 
collection  (in  Loddon,  Chedgrave  §nd  Ditchingham)  continued 
satisfactorily.  One  attendant  with  a  1,000  gallon  tanker 
carried  out  the  work. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  as 

follows 


Type  of  Work.  No.  of  Loads 

Private  septic  tanks. 

459 

Housing  sewage  plants. 

193.5 

Miscellaneous  works> 

151.5 

TOTAL  : 

804 

This  is  approximately  804,000  gallons  or  a 
monthly  average  of  67,000  gallons  and  an  annual 
increase  of  124,000  gallons*  The  figures  for  private 
septic  tanks  and  Council  plants  are  constant  this  year 
but  there  has  been  increased  work  in  emptying  farm 
tanks  and  sewage  works  desludging.  The  latter  is 
carried  out  in  order  to  rest  the  sludge  drying  beds. 

Samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken  for  analysis 
by  the  Public  Analyst  proved  to  be  satisfactory  for  the 
three  works. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A  kerbside  refuse  collection  scheme  is  operated, 
fortnightly  with  the  exception  of  Loddon  and  Chedgrave  which 
have  weekly  collections.  Since  the  comprehensive  scheme 
was  adopted  in  1957  approximately  250  new  dwellings  have 
been  built  in  the  area.  The  bulk  of  refuse  has  also 
increased  per  household.  This  is  due  to  new  methods  of 
packaging  food  and  the  gradual  elimination  Ox  solid  fuel 
fires  which  undoubtedly  consumed  large  quantities  of  paper 
and  other  combustible  material. 


Luring  the  year  666  loads  were  collected.  This  is 
approximately  12,000  cu.yds.  of  refuse  or  about  1  cu  yd. 
per  person  per  annum.  The  fortnightly  average  was  25.5  loads 

compared  with  23  loads  in  1958. 


The  work  is  carried  out  by  one  vehicle,  a  Fore  and 
Aft  Freighter  with  an  18  cu.yd  capacity,  and  operated  by  a 
driver/loader  and  two  loaders.  Refuse  collected  from  the 
Waveney  Valley  area  is  tipped  at  the  pit  in  Ditchingham  and 
the  remainder  at  the  pit  in  Chedgrave.  One  attendant  looks 
after  both  these  pits. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

continued 


As  the  Ditchingham  pit  has  a  very  limited  life 
a  report  was  presented  to  the  Committee  regarding  the 
future  of  the  scheme.  This  resulted  in  approval  for 
the  purchase  of  Bergh  Apton  pit  and  a  mechanical  shovel. 

This  would  enable  controlled  tipping  to  be  carried  out 
efficiently.  Thesd  points  were,  however,  recommended 
to  you  in  my  last  annual  report, 

1  The  next  step  to  be  faced  will  be  the  purchase  of 
a  replacement  vehicle  of  larger  capacity,  say,  35  cu.yd, 
or  two  smaller  vehicles.  The  quantity  of  refuse  is 
growing  year  by  year,  as  previously  mentioned,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so.  This  of  necessity  means  increasing 
the  overtime  work  for  the  men. 

• 

Refuse  is  also  collected  from  bins  at  road  lay- 
byes  and  at  river  staithes  for  holiday  traffic.  This 
Council  provides  bins  on  the  river  staithes  at  Loddon 
and  Langley,  All  other  riverside  bins  are  privately 
owned  and  road  lay-bye  bins  are  owned  by  the  County 
Council. 

Litter  notices  were  issued  to  all  schools,  Parish 
Councils  and  some  shops.  Generally  speaking  this  is  a 
tidy  district,  but  there  are  a  few  trouble  spots,  so 
there  is  no  room  for  complacency. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  stress  the  question  of 
indiscriminate  tipping  in  the  Broads  and  river  areas. 
Collections  here  can  be  by  river  only  and  should  be 
organised  by  the  County  Council  or  by  one  of  the  River 
Authorities,  Bins  are  placed  at  all  accessible  points 
by  road. 

Light  Scrap  Metal,  the  recovery  of  which  continues 
as  required  by  the  Scrap  Metal  Survey  Committee, 

Recovery  is  also  essential  for  the  correct  maintenance 
of  the  pit. 

Weight  of  Scrap  Salvaged  ,,,  10  tons  16  cwts.  3  qr.  23  lbs. 

Sale  of  Scrap  Metal  realized  £27*  4,  Id, 

Although  the  scrap  metal  price  is  the  same  as  last 
year,  the  quantity  salvaged  is  less,  having  fallen  by 
40  per  cent. 

As  to  the  future  the  aim  must  be  a  dustless, 
weekly,  backdoor  collection.  This,  however,  will  take 
time,  money  and  determination  of  the  Council  in  the  years 
ahead. 


Number  of  visits  159. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(l)  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

100%  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  in  the 
district.  The  details  of  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
and  the  necessary  condemnations  are  snown  in  the  following 
tables  *- 

rv.RrftfiFS  AND  OFFALS  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  CR  _PART 


Details. 

Cattle . 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Number  killed. 

144 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  inspected. 

144 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  | 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis, 

(a)  Where  whole  carcase  is  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

|  Nil  . 

Nil 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Percentage  of  inspected  number 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

T.B, 

2.08 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

(a)  Whole  carcase  condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Percentage  of  inspected  number 
affected  with  tuberculoses. 

* 

Nil 

»■  '  ■■  ■  ■  — 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  following  condemnations  were  made  and 
voluntarily  surrendered 


Animal. 

Organ. 

Condition . 

i  i 

1  Beast. 

2  Livers. 

f 

i 

Fluke 

(distomatosis)  ! 

I 

Beast. 

,  

1  Set  lungs 

I 

Parasitic 

i 

infection. 

This  is  the  second  year  running  when  no 
single  case  of  tuberculosis  was  found,  and  is  the 
practical  achievement  of  the  long  bavtle  against 
tuberculosis  in  bovines  (and  other  animals)  ending  in 
the  setting  up  of  special  designated  areas.  Loddon 
became  part  of  one  of  the  original  areas  in  this  country. 
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(2)  INSPECTION  AND  CONDEMNATION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

9  Tins  Apricots, 

6  lb.  tinned  Ox  Tongue, 

40  lbs,  8oz  tinned  Ham. 

(3)  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

The  Norfolk  County  Council  has  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  section. 

(4)  ICE  CREAM. 

All  Ice  Cream  sold  in  this  area  is  prepacked 

with  one  exception.  This  is  the  only  manufacturer  of 
loose  ice  cream  in  the  area.  His  premises  are  inspected 
regularly  and  are  of  a  high  hygienic  standard.  All 
recording  thermometer  charts  are  checked  at  each  visit. 
The  vehicles  are  fitted  with  the  latest  refrigeration 
equipment,  wash  hand  basins,  hot  and  cold  water,  soap 
and  towels. 

All  such  premises  have  to  be  registered  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

New  premises  registered  ...  5 

Premises  already  registered  33 

Total  number  of  premises  38 

registered  ==3 

Samples  of  loose  and  prepacked  ice  cream  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination. 

The  results  obtained  were  :~ 


Grade  1  ........  25 

Grade  11  ........  7 

Grade  111  ........  0 

Grade  IV  .  0 

TOTAL  :  32 


(5).  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS  YARDS. 

There  are  two  licensed  Knackers  Yards  and 
one  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 

As  a  result  of  the  Slaughterhouse  report 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
certain  works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  in  the 
local  Slaughterhouse.  The  most  important  items  being 
the  installation  of  a  stunning  pen  and  strip  artificial 
lighting  which  provides  light  equivalent  to  daylight. 

There  are  sixteen  men  licensed  to  slaughter 
animals  in  the  district. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards  87 
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(6)  FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district 


is  made  up  as  follows 

General  Stores  .... . 55 

Butchers  Shops  •••••.■• . 5 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops  . . . .  4 

Bakeries  . . 2 

Hotels  ..... . * . .  _3. 

69 


There  are  forty  six  Public  Houses  in  the 
district  and  96%  have  water  and  sinks. 

Work  is  still  necessary  to  improve  sanitary 
accommodation  in  some  instances,  and  the  owners  are 
working  to  a  rota. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Visits  were  made  during  the  yeari  Thirteen 
of  these  were  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and  seven  in 
connection  with  diseases  associated  with  Food 
Poisoning. 


FACT  PRIES  ACT. 


There  are  sixty  nine  factories  in  the  district, 
including  those  without  mechanical  power.  Inspections 
have  been  made  and  no  action  has  been  necessary. 


Total  Number  of  Visits  155 


RODENT  C-ONTROL. 

One  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council. 
He  carries  out  surveys,  inspections  and  treatment  in  all 
villages,  both  domestic  and  trade  premises,  two  refuse 
tips  and  the  sewage  works. 


Type  of  Property. 

No.  of  Inspections 

Local  Authority. 

57 

Dwelling  Houses 
(including  Council  Houses) 

3,145 

Other  premises 

(including  business  premises) 

324 

Agricultural. 

323 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS. 

3,849 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

continued 


Annual  returns  are  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  giving  full  details 
of  the  work# 

The  sewers  in  Loddon,  Chedgrave  and  Brooke  were 
test  baited,  but  "no  takes"  were  recorded#  This  work 
also  has  to  be  reported  to  the  Ministry. 

There  is  no  apparent  increase  in  the  rat 
population  locally,  in  spite  of  reports  from  some  parts 
of  the  country.  The  Rodent  Operator  is  managing  to 
keep  the  matter  well  in  hand.  There  is  also  a  private 
Rodent  Operator  who  has  contracts  with  many  of  the 'farms 
in  the  district;  so  that  the  position'  in  this  area  is 
satisfactory  at  present. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  main  inspections 


and  visits  carried  out  *- 

Sewage  Works,  Sewer  connections  etc  .  292 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  . 437 

Nuisance  Visits . . . 28 

Nuisances  abated  . . 22 

Building  Byelaws  . . 422 

Building  miscellaneous  . 192 

Improvement  Grants  159 

Standard  Grants  . 242 

Town  Planning . . . 47 

Petroleum  Regulations  . . 62 

Rodent  Control  .  113 

Water  Supplies . . . 144 

Miscellaneous  visits  . 201 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Members 
of  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  support,  also  Dr.  W.E, Holmes,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  other  members  of  the  staff  for 
their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

K.S  .STARLING. 

M.R.S.H.,M.A.P.H.I.,M.I.P.H.E.,M.I.H. 


■ 
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